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Introduction 
I have been asked to provide an overview of environmen- 

tal issues that we believe will impact food and agriculture 
during the decade of the 90’s. However, I would like to tell you 
something about the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, as it will 
obviously influence my subsequent remarks about environ- 
mental issues. 

The US. Chamber of Commerce is the largest trade 
association representing the broad base of business in the 
U.S. We have about 180,000 companies that are members 
as well as 2,600 state and local chambers and about 1,500 
trade associations. We represent the range of large and 
small businesses and more than 80% of our membership is 
comprised of small businesses. Food and agriculture at the 
US. Chamber is considered business and our current com- 
mittee chairman is Mike Harper, CEO of Con Agra, Inc., with 
which many of you in the meats area are quite familiar. 

The department I represent is called the Resource Policy 
Dept. We deal with resources of the earth which includes 
(a) food and agriculture, (b) energy & natural resources, 
(c) infrastructure, such as aviation, transportation, etc., and 
(d) environmental policy. Our focus at the U.S. Chamber is 
only towards federal issues to be presented to Congress and 
regulatory agencies. For many reasons, we do not get in- 
volved in state issues unless these become consensus fed- 
eral issues. I would like to emphasize, however, that there is 
not currently a mood in the Congress to pre-empt states with 
environmental legislation. We see this as a big problem area 
in moving environmental legislation along a uniform and 
enforceable path. I should also point out before I discuss 
environmental issues that the decade of the 90’s will be an 
environmental stewardship decade and we need to be 
proactive in minimizing pollution. 

Environmental Issues 

Earth Day 1970 marked the emergence of the environ- 
ment as a national issue in the United States. This initial 
outpouring of support led to significant environmental 
achievements, including the creation of the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) and the passage of the 
Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. 

Earth Day 1990 launched a “Decade of the Environment.” 
It is an international call for environmental education and 
action, focusing on such transboundary issues as global warm- 
ing, rain forest destruction, ozone depletion and acid rain. 
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Among its diverse objectives, Earth Day 1990 is seeking 
to advance a long-term commitment toward sustaining the 
planet; promoting environmentally sound products, invest- 
ments and policies; and merging the “environment ethic” into 
our everyday lifestyles. 

Since 1970, the United States has set, and continues to 
set, the pace for the rest of the world in terms of environmen- 
tal consciousness and the economic commitment to back it 
up. Today our air is cleaner, our water purer, and we have 
better management of the hazardous waste we generate. 
However, according to Bill Reilly, EPA Administrator, “Twenty 
years after the first Earth Day, we are facing a crisis of 
accumulating waste here at home and an accelerating dev- 
astation of nature abroad. We are confronted by toxins in our 
soil, air, water and food, destruction of stratospheric ozone; 
acid rain; indoor air pollution; deforestation and habitat de- 
struction; and potentially dramatic global climate change. 
This daunting array of environmental challenges could over- 
take the gains we have made and destabilize the very planet 
on which we depend for our wellbeing.” 

Environmental Awareness Needed 

What does all this mean for the business community? 
Foremost, the business community must make environmen- 
tal awareness a way of life that is part of our personal, social, 
and business activities. We need to build a pro-environment 
attitude that will last for future generations. . . an environ- 
mental ethic that will encourage waste minimization, 
recycling, and strict environmental standards based on 
sound scientific data, priority setting and consensus. As 
Richard Mahoney, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
Monsanto Company recently said, “Corporations are 
experiencing what can only be called a revolution in environ- 
mental stewardship. The torch of environmentalism-if not 
yet bursting into f l a m e i s  at least being lit in corporate 
America.” He further noted that “we must rectify the mistakes 
of the past while we continue to develop and introduce the 
new technologies to provide the essentials for mankind in the 
future. And we must ensure, as we know we can, that these 
new technologies will not create problems to be dealt with by 
our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.” 

Environmental Performance 

For the business community, environmental performance 
will count in the 1990’s. Over the long run, consumer sensi- 
tivity to how products are produced will have an even greater 
role than the marketing of so-called “green” products. The 
release in 1988 by EPA of the toxic data compiled from the 
Title Ill information required by the Superfund amendments of 
1986 caused companies, as well as the public, to be con- 
cerned with the size of the numbers. Many companies began 
immediately to reduce the number and amount of these 
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chemicals used in their products. More has to be done. Each 
company needs to review their product mix and make con- 
certed efforts now to work with their suppliers to reduce the 
toxics in their products and begin looking at ways to recycle 
as part of the manufacturing process. Pollution prevention, 
rather than end-of-the-pipe disposal, should be the consider- 
ation at the beginning of the product development and 
production. There should be a sincere commitment toward 
environmental performance by all levels of management 
beginning at the top; each company should be able to 
withstand scrutiny by government, environmentalists, peers 
in the business community and the public; focus on positive 
actions taken rather than on the minimal nature of risk; be 
simple and understated. This means demonstrating specific 
progress, by using actual data of toxic reduction for example, 
rather than exaggerating environmental claims. 

Specific Initiatives 

Now to some specific legislative and regulatory initiatives 
that will have an affect on your way of doing business. As 
was stated in the March 5, 1990 edition of Forbes Maga- 
zines, "The belief persists: Increased government spending 
and reams of new regulations are the only solutions to the 
problems of a polluted planet." 

Compared with 1977, when the Clean Air Act was last 
reauthorized, substantial improvements in air quality have 
taken place. Belching smokestacks are no longer the norm in 
the country's landscape, but rather are a rare scene. Current 
programs will ensure progress toward further reductions in 
the pollution levels for several more years. But amendments 
to the Clean Air Act currently being debated in Congress will 
add more and costly requirements on all sizes of businesses. 

The congressional plumb for the 1990 Congress will be 
the Clean Air Act. Other types of environmental legislation 
will be discussed, but probably not enacted by the 1990 
Congress. Clean air is no longer a big business issue focus- 
ing on large chemical plants and heavy industries. Food and 
agriculture will be impacted by the toxic regulations set forth 
in the Clean Air Act which is estimated to add 22 to 35 billion 
dollars per year to these companies. Businesses currently 
spend about 32 billion dollars on air pollution control. Section 

11 2 of this act lists 181 chemicals and/or compounds be- 
lieved to be toxic. lt specifies that, within a 2-year period after 
enactment, the EPA must list source categories as well as 
area categories. Numbers are being developed for categor- 
ies as maximum levels of pollutant, but for areas where many 
industries are concentrated, there are no numbers. Agricul- 
ture could be impacted in two ways: (1) pesticide run-off into 
ground water and (2) off-road vehicle emissions, which could 
include farm equipment. 

Solid Waste 

Although the 1990 Congress will probably not pass a 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (solid waste), this 
will be as big an issue as clean air. Congressman Luken has 
introduced HR 3735 as an omnibus solid-waste issue and 
HR 3736 which concerns exporting of solid waste. The effort 
here is to define or to re-define solid waste. For example, if 
the solid waste contains a small amount of a toxic, it may be 
classified as a hazardous waste; in which case, the toxic 
must be removed or the material cannot be placed in a 
municipal land fill. The bill also states that the EPA is to find 5 
toxics per year for 5 years in municipal solid waste after 
enactment of the legislation. We are concerned with this 
provision because of "small amount" and the 25 toxics that 
EPA must find. This bill also contains language that sets 
recycling goals and establishes a Packaging Review Board, 
which the packaging industry would pay to have their materi- 
als reviewed. Food and agriculture are certainly to be im- 
pacted by this type of solid-waste legislation. 

At present, states are more active on a variety of environ- 
mental issues than federal. For example, more than 20 states 
have on their ballots issues related to global climate change, 
ground water, green seal, etc. Pesticides and other agricul- 
tural chemicals are clearly the focus because their use can be 
attacked from two perspectives-clean air and clean water. 

In closing, let me remind you that environmental steward- 
ship will be the key "business word" of the 1990's and waste 
minimization the clear focus. Your teaching and research 
programs will probably shift toward these areas as each of us 
impact the stewardship function. 




