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Perspectives in International Service 

N.G. Marriott 

Introduction 

Through acceptance of this award, acknowledgement 
and gratitude is expressed to the award donor; award nomi- 
nator, Herb Ockerman; and those that provided a letter of 
support. Based on the outstanding scientists that have re- 
ceived this award during the past, it is gratifying but hum- 
bling to receive this honor. 

This invited presentation will follow the trend of past in- 
ternational lectures by emphasizing international service 
instead of past research by others or myself that has been 
published in peer reviewed scientific journals. Hopefully, 
this presentation will be more interesting than a lecture that 
contains regurgitated research results. Most of the com- 
ments will address potential considerations of young scien- 
tists and those at or near retirement that may be thinking 
about international service. Because of the amount of time 
allocated for this presentation, most of the discussion will 
relate to international exposure through those countries that 
have not attained sophisticated meat processing systems as 
opposed to more developed countries served through con- 
sulting assignments, technical presentations, and research 
papers presented. Some digression from this discussion to 
relate one or more stories may occur. 

Why International Service? 

Why should AMSA members consider international ser- 
vice? What about moral considerations? Do we have a 
moral obligation to share our expertise and talents with 
those in the international arena that may benefit through 
improved meat production and safety? If your answer is yes, 
international service should be considered. However, a 
professional obligation may exist. What about sharing our 
good fortune and technical expertise with others? Further- 
more, some academic institutions require that faculty attain 
international recognition prior to promotion. This require- 
ment is not always consistent from institution to another and 

may lack consistency within a university, college, or de- 
partment. Another major consideration is your personal 
goals and convictions. If one is not interested in interna- 
tional service and travel and perceives no obligation to 
serve others, this endeavor should not be considered. 

Rewards and Sacrifices 

Rewards and sacrifices are involved in international ser- 
vice. Recognition received through activities in the interna- 
tional arena provides personal gratification and may en- 
hance one s professional stature in the university or industry 
community and may enhance salary adjustments and pro- 
motion potential. Potential rewards and sacrifices are af- 
fected by personal or professional priorities that have been 
established. Rewards are normally attained only if interna- 
tional service is considered a high priority. Other factors 
that may merit consideration in the attainment of rewards 
and affect potential sacrifices include the opportunity to: 

1. Establish and renew friendships in the international 
arena 

2. Visit scenic and historic attractions 

3. Visit modern and antiquated meat plants in other 
countries 

4. Experience poor living and production facilities in 
less developed countries 

5. Obtain well qualified drivers and translators 

6. Experience other cultures 

International Service Opportunities 

Various international service opportunities exist. Most 
universities and industry firms have a working with other 
countries. Many meat processors have operations in other 
countries that may need technical assistance. There is a 
clear need for consulting in the more developed countries. 
Volunteer service through philanthropic organizations such 
as ACDI/VOCA and the Winrock Foundation is needed al- 
most constantly. Although I have volunteered my services to 
both of these organizations, it has been necessary for me to 
decline at least 10-fold the number of requests that I have 
honored. Other opportunities exist through organizations 
such as the Peace Corps and various religious groups. 
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How to Get Started 

For those in academia, international service may begin 
by participating in a sabbatical arrangement through their 
university and a firm, research organization, or university in 
another country. Furthermore, a possibility exists for a sci- 
entist exchange with a university, research organization, or 
company in another country. Many international organiza- 
tions and firms solicit a consulting arrangement with experi- 
enced scientists. Attendance and/or a research paper pres- 
entation at the International Congress of Meat Science and 
Technology can enhance opportunities in the international 
arena because valuable linkages can be established. Fur- 
thermore, volunteer service through the Peace Corps and a 
church or other organizations that are service-oriented can 
serve as a catalyst for international service opportunities. 

Preparation for International Service 

The most important preparation techniques include the: 

1. Attainment of valuable research, teaching and/or in- 
dustry experience 

2. Setting of goals and planning for their attainment 

3. Study of one or more foreign languages 

4. Search for available opportunities 

Beyond Technical Assistance 

Meaningful international service extends beyond techni- 
cal service to another country. It involves the cultivation of 
acquaintances and friendships that can endure for a life- 
time. Such an endeavor can attain gratification and personal 
satisfaction that may not be accomplished otherwise. 
Through international service, one has an opportunity to 
practice their religious convictions through the communica- 
tion of their faith to other nations. Furthermore, interna- 
tional service is an avenue for those that choose to promote 
international understanding and friendship as well as peace 
on earth.


