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Hi, nice to see you. It’s always good to be the last 
speaker before lunch. I know one of the attributes of 
a good communicator is a person who is able to mod- 
ify his presentation, so I shall modify my presentation. 
First, I’d like to welcome you to Auburn’s School of 
Pharmacy on behalf of our Dean Cooper, our faculty, 
myself, and my staff. We are delighted to have you 
here. My presentation will consist of a five-minute 
video tape on our system and while we’re setting it 
up, let me just say a bit about it. 

Our system here consists of the auditorium, and if 
you ever think of developing an auditorium with good 
lights, a good acoustical system (have you noticed 
our chalk boards? If you haven’t, this is one of our 
faux pas. I tell our faculty here once they have arrived 
as a good teacher they will be able to write on top 
of it. So far I’m the only one who can do that.) You 
will note, not only do we have our beautiful audi- 
torium, I hope you have noticed the acoustics (we got 
lucky and they’re pretty good), projection booth 
across the back with all kinds of machines. We have 
a Learning Resources Center and our Learning Re- 
sources Center has all kinds of individualized instruc- 
tional materials and it also has six video cassette play- 
back units. We’ve gone to the % inch format, which is 
pretty much a standard now in the industry. We also 
have a video production facility and also a video dis- 
tribution setup. Now, how did we get all this? We had 
a Pharmacy Development Fund headed by Mr. Blake 
Yates and Blake went out across the state and across 
the country and raised $1 million. They allowed me 
to spend $527,000 on this facility which is not half 
bad. 

Along with all the things we have, we have Dr. 
Barnes who has just joined our staff as of July 1. Dr. 
Barnes is a curriculum developer. Mr. Bill Felky, here, 
who just finished up his Master’s degree at Indiana 
University, will be our video production specialist 
along with some other abilities in curriculum design. 

With that said, I’d like to show you a five-minute 
video cassette tape on our facilities and after that I 
would like to have about another 30 seconds, so if we 
could have the lights out please. 
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OK, so that was five minutes of Dean Cooper and 
our facility. Finally, I’d like to say that unless you 
have a program to utilize all the beautiful equipment 
we have, it’s really not worth the effort. We are going 
now into a confidency-based program in the SchooI 
of Pharmacy. What we’re trying to do is create ad- 
junctive ways of getting instruction across to our stu- 
dents, having some alternative ways other than just 
the lecture. We are into using this more and more. 

At the lunch hour we will have a Bluegrass Festival 
film (this happened in Tennessee)-it’s called “Show- 
down at the Hoedown.” This particular tape will be 
played after we finish our program at lunch. I t  will 
stay on for the whole hour. This will be aired on na- 
tional Public Service television in the fall, SO you can 
get a little preview if you’re in and out. Thank you 
gentlemen. 

DISCUSSION: (Communication Session) 

JOHN ROMANS, University of Illinois: I have a 
question for Monte. I wonder what the comparative 
cost of preparing a TV cassette is versus a 16 mm film 
and then balance that off against the convenience of 
a film, its flexibility-you can get a film projector and 
move it around. In order to show the TV clip, you 
have to get a TV set and it’s more of a problem. 

MONTE BELL: I don’t have all of the details on 
that. Some of the trade-offs are that the 16 mm film 
has to be processed and you do have to have a 16 mm 
projector and a screen. The video player, some of 
them running around $1,600, will include a video 
playback machine. You can use ordinary television 
sets for monitors or a regular monitor will cost $700 
or $800 for a 21-23-inch screen. The projection unit 
you just saw costs about $3,500 and I don’t know 
what the screen costs. So, it’s fairly expensive. ,4n in- 
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dividual school’s system would have to put more 
money into a video tape but the video tape is more 
flexible. For example, you can use real time, you can 
use local people to participate, teachers can make 
their own programs to fit their own circumstances, etc. 
They are not necessarily required to simply use the 
photographic cost. Now the tapes that we’re using, 
the 20-minute video tapes, are running around $20. I 
see some of them being sold for around $80. This is a 
complete tape, so in other words, you‘ve got about 
$21 worth of material and, of course, these can be 
erased and re-used. As far as teaching, there have 
been some studies and I think Kansas State did some 
work there where they substituted video tapes for 
some live speakers at Extension meetings where a 
considerable amount of travel was involved. They 
could show a much reduced cost if you figure the time 
spent in traveling for all of these speakers. Many 
times you know in Extension you will have four spe- 
cialists, let’s say, or five on a single program where 
maybe one specialist is really only talking for 20 to 40 
minutes. The rest of the time he is just sitting there. 
They found they were able to reduce the number of 
specialists that were needed in person and I think 
they had something like a cost of $6 or $7 per attendee 
for the live speakers versus about $2 for the video 
tape. Now this would have been a little more difficult 
with filming because of the processing and the fact 
that they would have had to have quite a bit more 
lead time in getting these things put together. They 
even had some video tape on an emergency situation. 
I think this was during summer drought or problems 
with some insect pest in which they had a very short 
time span to get a program together and were able 
tc? do it with video tzpe. It’s not replacing everything, 
but it is a dimension that has more flexibility but it 
will be  morc expensive in certain circumstances. 

JIM PRICE, Michigan State University: I have a 
question for Dr. Plimpton. I was very interested in 
these undergraduate research programs and the corol- 
lary for the graduate internships. What are the con- 
siderations for enrollment limitation? Dr. Kauffman 
mentioned this is one of the things we need to con- 
sider in our laboratories. What is the optimum class 
size and that sort of thing? I can see some barriers 
to enrollment if you’ve got say maybe 23 students 
each doing independent research projects. 

R. F. PLIMPTON: So far, of course, for none of us 
that seems to be a major problem becduse of our lim- 
itation in terms of numbers of students wiIling to go 
to the undergraduate thesis type research problem. I 
think that number will remain somewhat limited, with 
a special kind of student going that direction. In  the 
first part of my remarks, I was trying to address the 
idea of getting the same kind of experience across 
within a classroom kind of situation to help accom- 
plish the same. I think we limit the num!,ers of stu- 
dents. We have to pass judgment as to whethcr this 
student can benefit by such an experience, but I think 
we really do. Jim, offer some other alternatives so 
that that student who perhaps might not do the un- 
dergraduate research project per se, a thesis type, will 
still gain some of the benefits that we honestly know. 
Now I think I could probably work with more of thew 
students, Jim, if I would go to the group approach. I 
would like to try the group approach next year. I 
have about one-half dozen students who will be cn- 
tering in this particular direction at the college level. 
Our College of Agriculture says it very simply: any 
student who has a 2.0 cumulative point hour, that’s 
“c“ or better, can enroll in our undergraduate indi- 
vidual studies courses if w-e, as faculty, accept him. 
So it’s a judgment thing as to the benefit to be de- 
rived That’s how I feel, at least. 
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