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Frédéric Leroy obtained a MSc degree in Bioengineering from Ghent University (Belgium) in 1998, trained as a 
food scientist/nutritionist, with a thesis on the topic of nutrient security (The nutritional situation of a rural 
population during a period of social unrest, Kayanza province, Burundi, 1995-1996). Four years later, he 
obtained a PhD in Applied Biological Sciences from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium), having researched 
the processing and microbial food safety aspects of fermented meats. At the same university, he now holds a 
professorship in food science and (bio)technology. Within the Bio-engineering curriculum, he is President of the 
Educational Board and of the MSc Examination Commission, and teaches 'Nutrition', ‘Sustainable Agrifood 
Systems’, Meat and Dairy', ‘Food Chemistry’, and ‘Food Microbiology'. 

Leroy published >150 peer-reviewed publications and chapters, leading to >16k citations. Most research was 
published in Q1/Q2-ranked journals, resulting in an h-index of 61 (Google Scholar). This puts him in the top 0.5% 
of scholars (ScholarGPS), and resulted in a mention on Stanford University’s Ranking of most cited scientists. 
Leroy is known for his expertise in the domain of meat microbiology, fermentation, and technology, but he has 
also published extensively on the nutritional, environmental, and cultural aspects of animal source foods. His 
interdisciplinary research is based on multiple collaborations with experts in microbiology, nutrition, animal 
production, veterinary sciences, consumer sciences, psychology, philosophy of biology, cultural anthropology, 
archaeobiology, and food history. Besides his affiliation with the research group of Industrial Microbiology and 
Food Biotechnology (IMDO), he is a member of the research group of Social and Cultural Food Studies (FOST). 

Leroy is active within various scientific organizations and boards. He is a member of three academic non-profit 
societies within Belgium: the Belgian Association of Meat Science and Technology (BAMST, as president), 
Belgian Society for Food Microbiology (BSFM, as president), and Belgian Nutrition Society (BNS). Internationally, 
on a non-remunerated basis, he serves on the Scientific Board of World Farmers' Organization (WFO), the US 
Farmers and Ranchers in Action (USFRA) Scientific Advisory Board, the FAO/COAG Sub-Committee on Livestock, 
and others. Moreover, as the founder of the ALEPH2020 initiative (website), he has assembled an international 
and multidisciplinary consortium of 40+ scientists, issuing comprehensive and evidence-based information on 
the role of animal source foods in healthy, sustainable, and ethical diets. 

In 2022, he co-initiated the highly influential Dublin Declaration of Scientists on the Societal Role of Livestock 
(website) which has since been signed by > 1200 scientists. Connected to this initiative, he was also co-organizer 
of the 2022 ’Summit on the Societal Role of Meat’ in Dublin, and the upcoming 2024 ‘Summit on the Societal 
Role of Meat and Livestock’ in Denver.  

Science communication takes up much of his time. Leroy gave numerous talks at international scientific 
conferences and speaks regularly to stakeholders (industry, farmers, sector federations, policy officers, …). Some 
recent examples include his invitation as a key-note/invited speaker at the 66th International Congress of Meat Science 
and Technology (USA, online, 2020), the 12th World Rabbit Congress (France, 2021), the Lincoln University ‘Grazing in 
Future Multi-Scapes’ International Workshop (New Zealand, online, 2021), the ‘Feed our Future’ Food Systems Dialogue 
(New Zealand, online, 2021), the 24th ASPA ‘Animal Science and Society Concerns’ Congress (Italy, 2021), the ASAS-
CSAS-SSASAS Annual Meeting (USA, online, 2021), the European Federation of Animal Science (EAAP) Annual Meeting 
(Switzerland, 2021), the Annual Conference of the Agricultural Economics Society (Belgium, 2022), the Leroy Award 
lecture at the EAAP Annual Meeting (Portugal 2022), the British Society of Animal Science (BSAS) ‘The Role of animals 
in human and planetary health’ Conference (UK, 2022), the Lactic Acid Bacteria ‘LAB’ Conference (The Netherlands, 
2023), the International Grassland Congress (USA, online, 2023), the ‘Animal Production and Food Security - Identifying 

https://scholar.google.be/citations?hl=en&user=UZ2NkN0AAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate
https://scholargps.com/scholars/77719195610843/frederic-leroy
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/6
https://www.aleph2020.org/


 
 

2 

Challenges and Finding a Way Forward’ conference (Pakistan, online, 2023), the AC Dunkin Memorial Lecture at the 19th 
biennial Australasian Pig Science Association (APSA) conference (Australia, 2023), and the opening keynote of the 69th 
International Congress of Meat Science and Technology (Italy, 2023). Over the last years, he also gave various guest 
lectures to academic or student audiences at Ghent University, KU Leuven, Colorado State University, Pennsylvania 
State University, North Carolina State University, University of Helsinki, University of Auckland, Lincoln University, etc. 

Recent examples of invited lectures to professional audiences or to the general public include (but are not limited to) 
the Inaugural City Meat Lecture (organized by The Worshipful Company of Butchers, London, UK, 2021), and his 
participation as invited speaker in the International Meat Secretariat (IMS) Nutrition Group Meeting (Milan, 2024), 
Eating to Extinction - Food Diversity Day sessions (UK, 2023), ECO Global Swine Event (Sweden, 2023), Bord Bia/IMS 
meeting (Ireland, 2023), American Meat Science Association seminars (USA, online, 2023), 26th National Association of 
Bovine Specialists (ANEMBE) Congress (Spain, 2024), Topigs Norsvin Annual Meeting (Norway, 2022), Egg and Poultry 
Industry Conference EPIC (UK, 2021), ECO Animal Health Meetings (UK, 2022-2023), PIC Genus plc Meetings (2021-
2024), the Annual Global Dairy Platform/ International Milk Promotion Group’s Communications Meeting (USA, 2020), 
Meeting of the Belgian Branch of the European Pig Producers (Belgium, 2020), Meeting of the Central Organisation for 
the Meat Sector (2020, The Netherlands), First Quality Meat Scotland Conference (UK, 2020), Irish XL Vets and MSD 
Animal Health practitioner meetings (Ireland, 2020), European Livestock Voice Communication Workshop (Belgium, 
2019), Animal Task Force seminar (Belgium, 2019), EU Dairy Outlook and Educational Forum/INTL FCStone (Ireland, 
2019), Red Meat Sector Conference (New Zealand, 2019), and AnimalhealthEurope symposium (Belgium, 2019). 

Leroy participates regularly as an invited panellist in debates and round tables related to the future challenges of animal 
production, including the “Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan: Which contribution of the agri-food sector to the European 
Commission’s Plan?” debate organised by ‘Farm Europe’ and ‘Eat Europe’ (with involvement of various MEPs and EU 
officials; Belgium, 2021), the ‘Future of Animal Agriculture’ panel of the Farm Foundation Round Table on ‘Threats and 
Opportunities for unlocking protein’s potential’ (USA, 2021), the EURACTIVE Virtual Conference for the European Meat 
Sector (Belgium, 2020), the ‘Panel of the 21st European Meat Forum’ at the European Parliament (2019),  the ‘Estrategia 
de la granja a la mesa y futura PAC’ meeting by Asoprovac & Grupo Editorial Agricola & Henar (Spain, 2020), and the 
NZO Round Table on the “Dutch Diet” (The Netherlands, 2019). In 2023, he was the invited opening speaker of the 
‘Challenges and opportunities for healthy and sustainable livestock systems’ session at the EU AgriResearch Conference 
of the European Commission, and served as an invited panellist at the European Livestock Voice/Somos Ganaderia 
meeting at the FIGAN Agri Fair in Zaragoza (Spain, 2023) as well as at the ‘Better Nutrition’ session of the FAO Global 
Conference on Sustainable Livestock Transformation (Rome, Italy, 2023) and the XXVI ANEMBE congress (Spain 2024). 

Leroy has generated considerable societal impact with respect to the dissemination of his expertise via social 
media channels (Twitter/X, in particular, having almost 30k followers) and international media, in particular 
related to the controversies around the role of animal source foods in human diets and contemporary society. 
Based on his social media activity, he was elected as #1 and #2 EU influencer of 2020 and 2021, respectively, in 
the category Agriculture by ZN Consulting for the EU “Brussels bubble”. In 2022 and 2023, he was again listed in 
the top-5 influencers for the categories ‘Food and Drinks’ and ‘Agriculture’. Leroy frequently appears as a guest 
on podcasts and in international media (e.g., BBC4 Radio, Financial Times, Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Sonntagszeitung, La Stampa, La Repubblica, De Telegraaf, The Daily Mail, The NZ Herald, Politico, The 
Conversation, Huffington Post, NZ Herald, Metro UK, Independent), and documentaries (e.g., ‘Sacred Cow’, USA; 
‘Beyond Impossible’, USA; ‘Goodbye Cows’, Spain; ‘Het varken in ons’, Belgium).  

In 2022, he was the recipient of the prestigious award of the European Federation of Animal Science (EAAP), 
acknowledging his research activities and international recognition within the animal sciences.  
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